Assessing Change in North Carolina’s Outer Coastal Plain Wetlands
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Objective Wetland Change Varied by Plant Community Type & Geographic Location
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* Plant communities in Coastal Plain freshwater
wetlands can potentially tolerate chronic
exposure to 0.3 - 0.5 ppt water salinity, but
chronic exposure above 0.5 ppt could

precipitate changes in understory communities.
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* Nearly two-thirds of the 32 sites with water
chemistry data were deemed affected by
seawater.

Tolerant * Transitional salinity wetlands showed a lack of

Tolerant/ woody species recruitment.
Increasing

930 pg/g Taxa * Freshwater forested wetlands changed less
than transitional salinity wetlands, but all
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